
 

Bus Safety 
 
 

Bus schedules are established to fully utilize all buses but safety is foremost in mind. In establishing bus stops, 
the safety of students presently on the bus, the safety of students boarding or exiting the bus, and the safety of 
other motorists are taken into consideration. Consequently, same side service is provided for secondary students 
residing on a 40+ mph roadway, and where deemed appropriate in the interest of student safety. The 
supervision of children, however, while walking to, from, or waiting at the established bus stop is the 
responsibility of the students’ parents or guardians. 
 
Before schools open each year and at various times during the year, bus routes, stops, and schedules are 
reviewed to determine means of improving safety and efficiency. The following is a summary of the Maryland 
Transportation Article, Section 21-706, BCPS Board Policy and Superintendent’s Rule 3410 and 3420, and the 
BCPS Parents’ and Students’ Guide to Transportation. Please review the following with your child.  
 
Before Boarding the Bus 
Taking into consideration that motorists all too frequently ignore a school bus’s flashing red 
lights, the following crossing procedures have been established in the interest of safety: 

 Students are not to wait until the bus stops and then cross the road to board the bus. 

 Students are to be at their designated bus stops and on the side of the road of the bus 
pick-up five minutes before the first pickup time.  

 Students must stand at least five feet back from the stopping position of the bus and wait until the bus 
stops completely before moving forward to board it. 

 A bus driver will not stop for a parent or to pick up a student after the bus has left the designated pick-
up point. A bus driver cannot allow any person on their bus except for their assigned students. 

 
Boarding the Bus 
Students receiving transportation services have the responsibility to follow all bus rules. These rules include: 

 The aisle of the bus must be kept clear, so that the rear emergency exit is accessible at all times.  

 Large objects such as musical instruments, athletic equipment, and school projects are prohibited, 
unless the student can carry the object themselves, hold the object on his/her lap, or place the object on 
the floor between his/her legs. 

 Follow all directions of drivers and attendants the first time they are given. 

 Stay seated, facing forward at all times and keep all body parts inside the bus. 

 Keep hands, feet, legs, arms, personal property, and your voice to yourself. 

 No eating, drinking, cursing, smoking, or talking on a cell phone at any time on the bus. 
 
Exiting the Bus 

 Wait until the bus stops moving before getting out of the seat and moving forward to exit the bus. 

 Exiting students must proceed away from the bus on the side of the road where they get off. 

 Students must stand away from the side of the bus and wait until the bus pulls away, leaving better 
clearance for vision in both directions. 

 When traffic is cleared and it is safe to cross, the students may cross to the other side of the road. 
 
Parents, please make sure that your child only boards their assigned bus and gets on and off at their assigned 
bus stop. Please also be sure to have a plan in place for transportation should an emergency occur. Finally, 
please support the drivers should they experience any distractions because of misbehavior. While the Baltimore 
County Public School system provides bus service for students, bus transportation is considered a privilege. Your 
child is expected to obey all transportation rules and may lose the privilege of riding a BCPS bus if he/she 
misbehaves on the bus. Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.  
  
 


